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RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

tion to make all the relinquished provinces
German principalities, and only its own de-
feat, a year later, defeated this plan. The
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which was a terrible
blow to the allies, was ratified by a congress
of Soviets at Moscow, in March, 1918,

The subsequent history of Russia (Rus-
sian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic)
is that of an attempt to impose a communis-
tic governmental regime on a nation of 165,-
000,000 people, mostly of peasant stock,
more than 50 percent of it illiterate. Re-
pudiation of Russia's pre-war obligations
lost the support of foreign countries, Lenin
gained complete control of the State, and
after his death in 1924 his memory was held
in reverence by the people. Joseph Stalin suc-
ceeded him as chief of the State, though
without official title for several years. In
1929 a vast program of development of agri-
culture followed the previous attempt to
develop industries in the cities and towns.
State and collectivised farms were organ-
ized, in which the small peasant holdings
were merged, under a plan of full develop-
ment of all farm resources in a five-year
period. All labor both in factory and on the
farm was mobilized by the power of the
central authority, with severe penalties for
failure to work according to decree.

In 1933 a second five-year plan of develop-
ment was announced. In November, 1933,
the United States government granted recog-
nition to Russia, and Wm. C. Bullitt was.
named first ambassador to the Soviet Union.
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RUS'SO-JAPANESE' WAR, a war be-
tween Russia and Japan, beginning in Febru-
ary, 1904, and continuing until September,
1905. The chief cause of the conflict was
Russia's attempt to gain control of Man-
churia and Korea, and thus make its position
in the Par East so strong that it could domi-
nate Japan. At the close of the war between
China and Japan in 1895, Japan had won
control of Formosa and Liao-tung Peninsula,
including Port Arthur. The leading Euro-
pean nations, however, forced Japan to cede
Liao-tung back to China, and Russia imme-
diately leased this peninsula. Russia had al-
ready gained control of Sakhalin Island, had
completed the Trans-Siberian Railway and
established ports at Vladivostok and Port Ar-
thur, notwithstanding the repeated protests
of Japan, which saw its very existence threat-
ened by these movements,
Resources of the Combatants. Russia was
far superior to Japan in numbers and ma-
terial, but Japan had the better trained army.
Moreover, while Russia had about 80,000
troops at the seat of war, Japan had over
200,000 at hand, while it required weeks and
months for Russia to ship men and supplies
from Petrograd (Saint Petersburg) to the
front, Japan could render its armies in the
field all possible assistance in a few hours'
notice. It was Russia's policy, therefore, to
delay engagements until reinforcements from
Europe should arrive. On the other hand,
it was Japan's policy to strike at once.
Siege of Port Arthur. From the first, the
capture of Port Arthur was the chief objec-
tive of the Japanese. The first attack was
made by Vice Admiral Togo, on February 8,
1904. The Russian fleet suffered great dam-
age, and the Russian forces withdrew to the
land forts. Port Arthur was blockaded, and
the Russian general Kuropatkin was dis-
lodged from his position and retreated to-
wards Mukden. At the close of a five-days'
battle in October, the Russians again re-
treated. After a number of attempts to cap-
ture Port Arthur by storm, the Japanese
through trench warfare compelled the city to
surrender January 2, 1905.
Other Engagements. There were no im-
portant engagements about Mukden until
February 20, 1905, when the Japanese ad-
vance began. The series of engagements
known as the Battle of Mukden constituted
the greatest land battle of history previous to
the World War. Over 700,000 men were